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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Pursuant to Applicants' duty, under 37 C.F.R. § 1.56, 1.97 and 1.98, to 
disclose all relevant material, Applicants list below the following references believed 
to be relevant to the subject matter of the above-identified application: 



U.S. Patent 
Application Serial No. 

US 2001/0007655 A1 



Date 



July 12, 2001 



Inventor 



Paul, et al. 



U.S. Patent No. Date Inventor 



1. 


2,884,412 


April 28, 1959 


Neukom 


2. 


3.553,195 


January 5, 1971 


Jarowenko 


3. 


3,642,774 


February 15, 1972 


Schobinger, et al. 


4. 


3,958,581 


May 25, 1976 


Abegg, et al. 


5. 


4,228,277 


October 14. 1980 


Landoll 


6. 


4,613.407 


September 23. 1986 


Huchette, et al. 
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7. 


4,673,438 


June 16, 1987 


Wittwer, et al. 


8. 


5,061,697 


October 29, 1991 


Shasha, et al. 


9. 


5,085,228 


February 4, 1992 


Mooney, et al. 


10. 


5,140,017 


August 18, 1992 


Pickford 


11. 


5.387,675 


February 7, 1995 


Yeh 


12. 


5,403,871 


April 4, 1995 


Eden, et al. 


13. 


5,454,862 


October 3, 1995 


Jansen, et al. 


14. 


5,473,059 


Decembers, 1995 


Yeh 


15. 


5,482,704 


January 9, 1996 


Sweger, et al. 


16. 


5,550,224 


August 27, 1996 


Hazen 


17. 


5,609,711 


March 11, 1997 


Miller 


18. 


5,622,693 


April 22, 1997 


Funatsu 


19. 


5,626,856 


May 6, 1997 


Bemdt 


20. 


5,733,854 


March 31, 1998 


Chowdhary, et al. 


21. 


5,762,023 


June 9, 1998 


Carter 


22. 


5,801,116 


September 1, 1998 


Cottrell, et al. 


23. 


5,824,797 


October 20, 1998 


Hazen 


24. 


5,837,273 


November 17, 1998 


Shasha, et al. 


25. 


5,855,659 


January 5, 1999 


Giesfeldt , et al. 


26. 


5,858,993 


January 12, 1999 


Pickart 


27. 


5,874,096 


February 23, 1999 




28. 


5,925,380 


July 20, 1999 


Roulier, et al. 


29. 


5,972,091 


October 26, 1999 


Giesfeldt, et al. 


30. 


6,153,208 


November 28, 2000 


McAtee, et al. 
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31. 


6,207,176 B1 


March 27, 2001 


Howard, et al. 


32. 


6,210,689 B1 


April 3, 2001 


Martino, et al. 


33. 


6,248,338 B1 


June 19, 2001 


Muller, et al. 


34. 


6,258,367 81 


July 10, 2001 




35. 


6,261,543 81 


July 17, 2001 


Fletcher, et al. 


36. 


6,274,129 81 


August 14, 2001 


8hatt, et al. 


37. 


6,277,893 81 


August 21 , 2001 


Babenko 



FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 
Foreign Patent No Issue Date inventor 

1. JP 02000-108231 April 18, 2000 Sugaya, et al. 

2. JP403012470A January 21. 1991 Nozaki 

3. JP354086629A July 10. 1979 Yanagawa, et al. 

4. JP411193228A July 21. 1999 Moriyama. et al. 
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Applicants respectfully submit that the invention in the above-identified 
application is patentably distinguishable over the cited reference known to Applicants 
and disclosed in this Information Disclosure Statement. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed within three months of 
the filing date of this national application and before the first Office Action on the 
merits. 



Date: ^ 



r 

Respectfiilfy submitted, 




Stuaryffbrd 
Re^o. 37,486 
Vinson\§/Elkins L.L.P. 
2300 First City Tower 
1001 Fannin St. 
Houston, TX 77002-6760 
(713) 758-2708 Telephone 
(713)615-5499 Facsimile 
-Attorneys for Applicants- 
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